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that the scheme was initiated in the very parts of the city
which had offered the strongest opposition to it from the
beginning ; yet no sooner was its satisfactory working
manifested than the inhabitants ot those parts were urgent
in their demands for house-connections and for the further
extension of the scheme. By 1897 there was a general
demand for the extension of the drainage scheme to other
parts of the city, and under the auspices and direction
of Ranchhodlal, plans aiid estimates involving an expenditure
of eight lakhs of rupees were prepared and submitted for
sanction to the Bombay Government. The approval of
Government, coupled with their sanction to raising the
requisite loan, was received b}" the Municipality after
Ranchhodlal's death in 1898. For all practical purposes,
however, the scheme which Ranchhodlal had fihst advocated
in 1883 was on the high road to completion before his death,
and, though on one occasion his determination seems to
have faltered, it is chiefly to his woik and to the support
which he received from Government and its officials that
Ahmadabad has been saved in great measure from the
epidemics of cholera and similar diseases which annually
took a heavy toll of the city in former days*

At the present time the underground drainage system,
which has proved entirely successful, has been introduced
into the south-eastern and south central portion of the
intra-mural area. The sewage flows by gravitation to
Jamalpur, whence it is pumped out to a thriving and
well-conducted sewage-farm. Plans for an extcnsioii of
the system to the whole of the walled area, which is estimated
to cost eleven lakhs of rupees, have been prepared by Mr.
Baldwin I/atham, and a new pumping-engine, costing
nearly a lakh of rupees, was ordered during 1916. Now
that the war no longer places an embargo upon the raising
of loans by local bodies, the Municipality may be confidently
expected to complete the work initiated by their former
President and his English advisers. The amount spent
upon the scheme up to 1917 reached the considerable sum